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retired to her cabin. Thither All followed to find the
door locked against him.
" Olga," cried Ali, " let me in. I'm sorry I lost my
temper."
Fearful of further scenes, she opened the door. Then,
after All had entered, she rebolted it and faced him.
When her husband attempted to kiss her, she repelled
him. "I'll stand your absurd treatment no longer/*
she said. Her voice was cold and resolute as on the
night when Ludwig had raged over Ali's gift. " If you
repeat your idiotic behaviour of this morning, I'll leave
you altogether. I'm not your skve because I was fool
enough to marry you. If you've any gentlemanly
instinct, you'll apologize to Mr. Carter for your insuffer-
able rudeness."
** Olga, I'm sorry. I can't say more," Ali stammered.
** It's only because I love you so much that I hate seeing
you familiar with the men on board. There's that
fellow Durrant, who's at your side day and night, and if
he's compelled to absent himself on account of his
duties to the Maharaja, Carter, or some other young
officer, takes his place. I don't know what has come to
you." Despite his efforts to remain calm, Ali rekpsed
into nasal stridency such as is peculiar to the middle and
lower ckss Indian when excited. He continued in a
shrill crescendo, <c Nowadays you hardly ever condes-
cend to sit quietly with your husband* Indeed, it seems
to me that you shun his society."
*e That's because ever since we came on board you've
been so unbearably disagreeable. I tell you I won't put
up with your petulance. If this is your treatment during
the first days of our marriage, God knows what it'll be
like when we're in India." Olga unfastened and opened
the door,
*e Where are you going ? "
** To see Mrs, West if you must know. I suppose you
don't object to that"